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Green Tea To Go - Leza Lowitz
(Printed Matter Press, 2004 Paperback: ¥1,500)

SHHl TIMES the unnotioed actions are the ones
which end up mattering most. A girliriend gets on
o |I'_'|||1_' A widow steals shses. A wile iy a night
in a hotel down the road

in Greem Tra fo o, the debutl oodlection of short
stosries Dy doCal resident Lera Loawite, it b5 these small
218 of rebellion that breathe definition into the lives
of hir characters

The wilte's name Is Yurko, Her past is of mevolu-
LAY FH|1|'I||_=._ prasAtOrate o, sl & tragic death
Mow she conducts herself through lunch packing and
house Cleaning. Wracked by nostalgla, this Japancse
sine Lalloway stroggles o balance the world before
bt eves with the wodld bihind them, To regain et
werese of seil, Yuriko (unlike Virginia Ywooll s Clanssa)
finally takes a stand, in a quict way

Lovwitr Dedlewes that “transfofmation s possibic af
any mament,” and this comes 1h|!-||'.|.;..:|!'| iy many of the
rarratives in Gfever D fo (o, The temsdon the reader
feels, though, whien Boed with each small ebsellion
SIS in the quastion: s it erough’ Lowite's sories, Wil

not always happy, end tinged with hope. Whether we

like or pelate to the Characters i5 mod Emprlant, o)1y
thal we undenstand what they do,

seniimentality i another thiead uniting an ofhet-
wise diverse oollection. An artist deals with the death
af his father. An okl worman fights o save a small
o [ a |l.,.; iy Dwo Berkeley High Schood alumnl
are feunited on a train |1'-.;tlulrr- in Tokva

Thae 2Etht 15 3 -.-|,1||]l'.-l| Wi ancaks into a galkery 1o

up his exhibition in the middle of the night. The

url

proceu unlocks his gried over his (ather's death, and
eCOIes an a0t of |'.|l||'|.:_,.:-.', which in um grows into
a contemplation on [alherhood — and the past cirches
LA Bl PECSCnn &% e h e of art ix finally, delicate-
I 1!‘..I-.1'l.5

Fhose Tamiliar with ihe lanpuage bnow that the
[apanese term nafssuihdl contains mone hear than s
This untranslatable
I (w0, 1he

diescribes the space where we find many of her takes a8

English l_'L'.'.I.L'l.J:I.'ll.I of nosialgila
EOtETHDY |'-u.'r='.l.'.!h.'1 {sreem  [ea At
the “radical mft betwoen the constant transformation
of change and a past that's always on the verge of
being gone.”

e soe this in small |l':.|-..-._'\‘.|l-- characters that v
by fish mackets, the passing mention of the gt

wood of a Nok stage, the appearance of an old-fash-
ioned balande scale shop. Lowile calls thise “templhes
1o Uhe obvaobete™ and most Tokvoites know them well
The author is quick to remind us that these places
manifest in both our owter and bnner workds: “we all
have those Kinds of shrines in ourselves.”

The reader will find Tokyo in the physical land
scape of this collection, but while undeniably a prod-
uct ol the suthors expenences in Japan, i S ot the
cultural companent that drives the narratives of Groo
Fean for Gee, bant the human ane
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